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REF: A) BOMBAY 408; B) STATE 40548 

1 . CHAIRMAN SETHNA TELPHONED ME TODAY (MARCH 4) TO APOLOGIZE FOR THE 
CONTINUING DELAY IN FURNISHING THE CONSTRUCTION TIME-FRAME AND 
COST ESTIMATES FOR CREATING ADDITIONAL WASTE STORAGE FACILITIES 
WHICH HE HAD PROMISED DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY DUBS (REFTEL A). 

HE SAID THE PREPARATION OF THIS DATA IS NEARING COMPLETION AND 
WOULD QUITE CERTAINLY REACH ME AT THE VERY BEGINNING NEXT WEEK. 

2. CHAIRMAN SETHNA EXPLAINED THAT THIS LATEST DELAY HAS ARISEN 
BECAUSE HE HAD TO SPEND THREE DAYS IN NEW DELHI EARLY THIS WEEK 

TO COMPLETE BUSINESS THAT NORMALLY WOULD HAVE TAKEN ONLY A SINGLE 
DAY. HE SAID THAT FRENETIC CABINET ACTIVITY ON MATTERS DIRECTLY 
RELATED TO THE ELECTION HAS MADE IT NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE TO GET 
ANYTHING DONE ON LONGER-RANGE PROBLEMS EVEN THOUGH SOME DECISIONS 
ON HIS PROGRAMS ARE URGENT. AS AN EXAMPLE HE SAID THAT THE 
CABINET MEETING HE ATTENDED THIS WEEK WAS DEVOTED ALMOST ENTIRELY 
TO IMMEDIATE, ELECTION-RELATED PROBLEMS AND HE HAD A HARD TIME IN 
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GETTING THE MINISTERS TO FOCUS AT ALL ON HIS CONCERNS. ELECTIONS 
ARE SCHEDULED TO BE COMPLETED ON MARCH 20. 

3. SETHNA SAID THAT THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS HAS A 
REPORT FROM THEIR WASHINGTON EMBASSY CONVEYING DEPUTY UNDER- 
SECRETARY NYE'S INVITATION (REFTEL B). SETHNA SAID THE GOI 
INTENDS TO RESPOND POSITIVELY TO THE DEPARTMENT'S INITIATIVE, BUT 
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NOTHING SUBSTANTIVE CAN BE DONE BEFORE THE ELECTION. SETHNA SAYS 
THAT ANY INDIAN DELEGATION VISITING WASHINGTON IN RESPONSE TO 
DEPUTY UNDER-SECRETARY NYE'S OVERTURE WILL HAVE TO HAVE A CABINET 
MANDATE OR ITS EQUIVALENT. I SAID THAT IT SEEMED TO ME THAT 
DEPUTY UNDER-SECRETARY NYE WAS HOPING FOR PRIVATE AND INFORMAL 
DISCUSSIONS, RATHER THAN NEGOTIATIONS BASED ON FORMAL GOVERN- 
MENTAL INSTRUCTIONS. SETHNA SAID THAT SUCH AN APPROACH WOULD HAVE 
BEEN HIS PREFERENCE BUT THAT GIVEN THE WAY THAT THE INVITATION 
WAS RECEIVED IN INDIA, HE REALLY HAD NO OPPORTUNITY TO INFLUENCE 
THE GOI'S REACTION WHICH HAD BEEN PRETTY MUCH DECIDED BY THE TIME 
HE WAS ABLE TO TAKE THE MATTER UP IN NEW DELHI. 

4. IN CLOSING, SETHNA AGAIN URGED ME TO KEEP IN TOUCH WITH HIM 
INFORMALLY DURING THE NEXT FEW WEEKS AS HE STILL HOPES TO AVOID 
ANY PREMATURE HARDENING OF POSITION AND CLAIMS HE REMAINS 
WILLING TO DO WHAT HE CAN TO PROMOTE A MUTUALLY SATISFACTORY 
ACCOMMODATION, ALTHOUGH HE WARNED THAT THE DELHI POSITION ON 
NUCLEAR COOPERATION IS VERY "TOUGH” INDEED. 

COURTNEY 
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